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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, September 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

Absent:  

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich wanted to make note of someone really powerful 

whom we’ve lost this past week, Ruth Bader Ginsberg.  An incredible legal mind, a 

remarkable jurist, and a ground breaking leader who made significant contributions to 

the people of the United States of America; a life truly well lived.  May she rest in power. 

 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda 

September 21, 2020 

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Letter- McCartney 

 The following letter was read out: 
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b. Columbus Day Request 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to approve the request from the Italian American Club to hold a small 

ceremony in front of the Columbus Statue on Sunday, October 11, 2020 from 11:00 

a.m. to 1:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water Report 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of 

August was almost 45.5 million gallons for an average of slightly less than 1.46 million 

gallons per day.  This is down from the July average coming down from the peak of the 

summer.  At the beginning of August Byram Lake was at 95% and ended the month at 

92% capacity, but we expect that to stabilize and move in the other direction as we 

enter the fall.  The Leonard Park wells are on at this time.   

 

b. Census Update 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that Census 2020 is coming to an end as 

reporting deadlines are fast approaching.  We are at 69.7% for our self-response rate 

which is nearly at the rate we achieved ten years ago, but the goal is to make sure that 

everyone here is counted to ensure proper representation at every level of government 

and the necessary funding for the Village each year for the next decade.  

 

c. Personnel update 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that regrettably the Village accepted the 

resignation of Building Department Secretary Zena Stevens effective September 25, 

2020.   He thanked her for her hard work on behalf of the residents of Mount Kisco and 

wished her the best in her future endeavors.   
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5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying on Friday, September 11th, they gathered 

at the 9/11 Memorial to pay tribute to those who lost their lives that fateful day.  We 

also paid tribute to the 343 first responders who lost their lives by rushing in to try and 

save others.  This years’ service was shorter than others, but was just as meaningful.  

She thanked all those first responders present as well as the organizers for putting 

together such a meaningful event.  On September 19th it was beautiful day to shop local, 

listen to music playing at the gazebo, and see classic cars lined up on South Moger.   

The Mount Airy Trio, presented by the Arts Council, provided the best background for a 

beautiful day in town.  This is the first of a three concert series on Saturdays.  The 

Mount Kisco Historical Society held their first walking tour of the fall, but stay tuned for 

more dates and times.  This coming weekend is focused on wellness; local studios and 

gyms will be offering open air/ in-studio trial classes.  All the events coordinated through 

the month of September have been designed to create a small town community feeling 

in light of our current Covid restrictions.  Deputy Mayor Farber thanked all the local 

organizations that have come together to bring such wonderful and safe activities to the 

Village.  She asked everyone to stay safe, continue to wear your masks, and practice 

guidelines to come out of this successfully.   

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that today was the International Day of 

Peace; celebrated annually to strengthen the idea of peace both within and amongst all 

nations and people.  She continued on to say that the Mount Kisco Recreation 

Department is hosting a virtual paint night, Friday September 25th, with your own 

supplies if you have them or supplies can be picked up at the Senior Center for a small 

fee.  Trustee Schleimer went on to say that the Third Annual Photo Exhibition was 

delayed due to the pandemic, but we finally have sixty (60) of those pictures on display 

in the Library from October 5th through the end of the month and all the pictures will be 

on display through a slideshow on the big screen.  There will be an award ceremony held 

with special awards given out.  She hopes that everyone looks forward to taking pictures 

throughout the year to submit next year.  Trustee Schleimer mentioned that National 

Voter Registration Day is September 22nd and the League of Women Voters of Northern 

Westchester is holding a voter registration event at our Library for anyone who needs to 

register; Friday, October 9th is the deadline to register for the general election.  Trustee 

Schleimer went on to say that early voting would be taking place from October 24th 

through November 1st at the Memorial Pool Complex in Leonard Park.  Trustee Schleimer 

continued on to say that the Town of Lewisboro has an application for a cell tower in 

front of their Board.  Last week during their meeting they made a decision to put that on 

hold pending completion of a cooperative wireless master plan for Northern Westchester 

for the communities of Lewisboro, Bedford, Pound Ridge, North Salem, Somers, 

Yorktown, and Mount Kisco.  Westchester County is funding a master plan based on a 

bid from CityScape which will take about four (4) months and will report its findings on 

the most optimal sites for wireless equipment in the participating municipalities.  She 

wanted to suggest to this Board to possibly consider a moratorium on cell towers until 

that report has been received.   

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that it was the first time he was hearing the 

information Trustee Schleimer gave, but is sure there would be a larger discussion at 

some point.  He continued on to say that Mr. Brancati gave many reasons why the 

census is so important and he wanted to expand on that topic.  He reminded everyone 

that the census isn’t just some administrative act that D.C. decided to undertake; it was 

established in the U.S. Constitution, Article 1 Section 2 allows Congress to hold a census.  

We have to remember that we live in a republic and our government gets their authority 

from the voters and the purpose of the census is to make sure there is proper 

representation in Congress.  Those numbers are also then used for funding dollars.  If 

anyone needs some extra motivation think of George Washington sitting in a room 
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saying this is a good idea, this is how we make sure that the people in our Country are 

represented.  It is our constitutional duty to ensure that our government runs smoothly.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Economic Development Council met 

virtually and are making considerable progress in the development of a supplemental 

website that would keep track of all the fun activities happening in the Village.  They are 

ready to make a presentation to this Board on this soon and he is looking forward to it.  

He went on to say that David Gorin is leading a charge on looking into bicycle paths 

throughout the Village as recommended in the Comprehensive Plan.  This is an 

enormous challenge, but he is receiving the proper guidance and will be a great 

contribution to the Village once completed.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying currently there are seven (7) active Covid cases 

in the Village.  We had a little bump last week for a variety of reasons.  Across the 

County there has been an increase in the number of cases, but there has also been an 

increase in testing.  As a result, what is being tracked right now is the positive test rate.  

The number of positive cases out of those tested has remained consistent at around 1%.  

That has been very consistent and a key data point being tracked.  There have been a 

few individual cases in some school districts throughout Westchester, fortunately there 

are no outbreaks at this time.  She wanted to strongly encourage residents to pick up 

the phone if they see NYS Contact tracing calling; it means that you are at risk of being 

in contact with someone who has tested positive and you want to address that as soon 

as you possibly can.  She went on to encourage people to also get the flu shot as the 

symptoms can be mistaken for Covid symptoms and vice-versa.  Mayor Picinich thanked 

everyone in the Village for their individual efforts on following social distancing 

guidelines.  Mayor Picinich continued by saying that the inclusion think tank team 

recommended that the Village create opportunities for government to be accessible with 

open hours where anyone can come and chat or ask questions.  There will be dates set 

where residents will be able to come in and speak to her live or via zoom to have 

increased access to our local government.  Mayor Picinich went on to let residents know 

of two (2) initiatives; one is the Business First Program that was recently launched.  This 

is a grant program for businesses with fewer than ninety-nine (99) employees who meet 

eligibility requirements and can apply for loans up to $49,000 to cover Covid related 

expenses.  All the information will be on our Facebook page and website for anyone 

interested.  She went on to say that Westchester County is also offering four (4) new 

housing stabilization programs.  For those households who need assistance, there is 

more than $10 million available through four (4) different programs.  Residents in Mount 

Kisco may be eligible for all of the programs because two (2) of them require that we are 

part of the Urban County Consortium, which we are.  All of this information will be 

posted on our website as well.  Mayor Picinich wanted to address the Northern 

Westchester Cellular Master Plan.  All of the Supervisors in Northern Westchester under 

the leadership of Bedford Supervisor Chris Burdick got together and started talking 

about a master plan for cellular facilities because they all feel that they are at the mercy 

of cell tower companies.  They have enlisted the help of Kitley Covill, our County 

Legislator, and she has been able to add this master plan to the County Budget.  Those 

funds have not been released yet and an Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) has been 

drafted, but she has been closely following up to see when they will be able to move 

forward with this effort.  The objective is to put together a master plan, give 

recommendations for general areas of siting towers,  and provide model laws to review 

to be able to update local cellular laws.  Mayor Picinich ended by saying that Moody’s 

notified the Village that they have updated the Village’s credit rating to AA1.  They 

mention that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco continues to benefit from continued 

improvement in cash and reserve levels driven by strong fiscal management.  She 

thanked Mr. Brancati, Mr. Wheeling, and all department heads for strongly managing the 

budget.  She also added that the 30th is the last day to pay school taxes without penalty.  

 

Trustee Schleimer also added that the Westchester Food Distribution will take 

place Thursday from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. at the Boys & Girls Club.  
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6) Old Business: 

 

a. Resolution to amend fee schedule- Parking Fine 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there is a resolution before the board to 

modify the Village fee schedule for the fine for expired meter parking.  There were some 

questions at the last meeting spanning from whether or not the Board was able to do 

this legally and the other issue was whether or not the Board wanted to increase this 

fine at this time.   

 

 Mr. Singleton began by saying that he reviewed this issue under the criminal 

procedure law and the judiciary law; and that he had sent the Board a memo on this 

matter.  He spoke to the Village Court and the New York State Office of Court 

Administration regarding this matter and the short answer, as it relates to parking fees, 

is that the Village can in fact absorb the cost of the convenience fee or administrative fee 

into the fine.  The concerns that Trustee Squirrell raised were valid in the context of one 

of the court authorized systems for the purposes of paying State penalties or bail, but 

that is different than the fees associated with Passport or Complus (the Village’s parking 

enforcement software vendor).  We do not have to worry about this.  This is to enable 

the Village and staff to more efficiently and safely process payments along with making 

it more convenient for the consumer/defendant by being able to pay online. 

   

 Deputy Mayor Farber asked if someone was to pay with a check would they be 

paying more than their share of the fine.  Mr. Singleton replied that you can view it that 

way.  By virtue of paying cash, in person, or check you are creating risk, more 

paperwork, and administrative overhead for court staff.  His understanding after 

speaking to the Court Clerk is that payment by credit card is the preferred process not 

only for ease of processing, but also for refunds and guarantee of payments.   

 

 Mayor Picinich also stated that after some research in surrounding Towns we 

have found that most of the municipalities have fines in excess of $20 for an expired 

meter.  Even those towns where there are no meters, there are time limits and these 

fines are imposed for exceeding the time limits.  Looking at all that data, even with the 

proposed increase, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco would still have the lowest fine in 

the County.   

 

 There was some discussion amongst the Board in regards to this increase.  

Trustee Grunthal agreed that it would still be rather low with this small increase.  The 

fine would be the fine across the board whether or not payment is received by cash, 

check, or credit card.  Deputy Mayor Farber made note that it has not increased in a long 

time and it will never be a good time to increase, but it should be done.  Trustee 

Squirrell brought up that there is something about the fact that this fine is being set with 

an eye in the matter in which it is being paid and is surprised that it is allowable.  He 

feels that we would be rewarding people to pay with cards rather than paying cash or 

check.  He also references that not all residents have the means to pay with a credit 

card.   Trustee Schleimer agrees with Trustee Squirrell as well as believes that this is not 

the time to raise this fine with people out of work and the current state of affairs with 

Covid.  Mayor Picinich stated her view on this is that the fine would be increased and no 

matter the form of payment, everyone would pay the same fine. 

   

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

adopt the following: 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, in accordance with the Code of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco, may amend its fee schedule.  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of  

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco amends its fine for 

an expired parking meter as follows: 

 

1. Parking Fine – Expired Parking Meter -- shall be $15.00 

  

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Nay 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

7) New Business:  
 

a. Authorize Village Manager to sign MTAPD First Responder Regional Radio 
System Access Agreement subject to Village Attorney’s approval 

 
Mayor Picinich began by saying this would be a system that would be put into 

place where our first responders would have access and new radio equipment based on 

our agreement with the MTA.  Part of the reason for this tower was to add the MTA to an 
existing site rather than them erect a tower in the middle of our downtown.    

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and Trustee Grunthal to authorize 

the Village Manager to sign the MTAPD First Responder Regional Radio System Access 
Agreement; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Authorize Village Manager to sign contract of sale- 105 Manchester Dr. 
subject to Village Attorney’s approval 

 
Mayor Picinich began by saying that there was an offer for sale of this property.  

It has been available for some time and we are happy someone has agreed to purchase 
it at the price point the Village was asking.  Mr. Singleton went through some of the 
requests from the buyer as well as some language he wanted to insert.   There was 

some back and forth about specific details to the contract.  
 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Farber to authorize the Village Manager to sign the contract of sale for 105 Manchester 
Drive subject to final approval of the Village Attorney; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Abstain  

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Kirby Commons Project Status 
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The following information was presented by Mayor Picinich and Mr. Brancati: 
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8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to pay the bills as submitted on September 21, 2020 for the months of August 

and September 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 85,544.95 

Water Fund     $ 35,875.77 

Sewer Fund     $ 17,191.14 

Library Fund     $   5,223.13 

Capital Fund     $258,188.44 

Trust Fund     $    3,482.25 

     TOTAL   $ 405,505.68 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

  Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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9)     Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: None. 

 

11) Public Comment: Call-in #: 914-420-0383 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:56 pm.  

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 


